
WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST:
FINDING A BALANCE BETWEEN 
HUMANS AND WILDLIFE

I met Desiree Early on a forestry tour where she showed 
off her work tracking and monitoring the Northern Spotted 
Owl.

She walked us directly to a nesting site of a set of Northern 
Spotted Owls, hooted for them to come and held out food 
until they swooped down, only to return to their perch for 
their meal.

Desiree is a terrestrial wildlife biologist working for Green 
Diamond Resource Company to study wildlife habitat of  
terrestrial species such as Northern Spotted Owls, Raptors, 
Ospreys, Fishers, Martens and more.

Her research helps inform forestry operations as well as 
policy at the State and Federal level.

Since 2007, she has been studying wildlife habitat, popu-
lation growth/decline, species interactions, reproduction 
and more to ensure that Green Diamond Resource Compa-
ny is providing adequate protection measures for wildlife 
on their managed landscape, and ensuring that sensitive  
species are protected.

She works to ensure compliance with State and Federal 
standards, while also designing and analyzing research 
studies on various species.

Since 2007, she has been working under a Habitat  
Conservation Plan with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
This HCP allows forestry operations to continue under certain  
conditions that protect critical wildlife habitat.

As part of the company’s efforts, it has gone above and  
beyond to study the Northern Spotted Owl and is one of 
three demographic study areas that watch for population 
and reproductive trends.

As I mentioned earlier, she tracks the known Spotted Owls 
that live in the managed landscape by catching and band-
ing them for future monitoring. To date, Green Diamond has 

the largest data set of mark and recapture 
of anyone in California, Oregon and Washington.

The purpose is to help inform company policies, but also 
to share previously unknown knowledge with others so 
policy and information is based on scientific data and not 
on assumptions.

“It’s amazing to learn about all the wildlife we share space 
with but rarely observe in person. It is really comforting to 
know that the information we learn about different wildlife 
species directly influences forest management decisions, 
said Early.”

In her research, she has found that contrary to belief that 
Northern Spotted Owls only live in old growth forests, she 
has first-hand knowledge that the Northern Spotted Owl 
also populates second and third growth forests that have 
characteristics of old growth trees. The Northern Spotted 
Owl needs large platforms such as large lateral limbs and 
cavities to nest.

The other thing she has learned is that the Owl is not as 
sensitive to noise disturbance on their managed lands as 
previously thought.

Desiree has been studying the Northern Spotted Owl 
since 2007, but Green Diamond’s work with this species 
dates back to 1989.

They monitor 150 nesting sites and about 100 pairs of birds 
on their 400,000 acres of land.

When she first started her research she found that the  
average population of the birds was increasing, but in 
2010 with the introduction of the barred owl, she saw  



significant declines in the spotted owl population because 
the barred owl is more dominant and was killing and taking 
over their nest sites.

With an experimental barred owl removal project she 
is seeing the population increase back to stable and  
expects to see it increasing in years to come with average  
reproduction rates.

She is also studying the population habitat of the Pacific 
Fisher and the Marten.

When I asked what kinds of studies she wants to see, 
Early said, “I love radio telemetry, so I would like to put a  
transmitter on the Fisher to compare the interactions of the 
Marten and the Fisher and their habitat use.”

Another project she would love to explore would be the use 
of slash piles as habitat.

She said they put cameras on a few slash piles and learned 
that there are tons of species in them. She would like to 
study how they are being used, by what species and what 
timberland companies can do to design slash piles in a way 
that are more beneficial to wildlife.

Desiree loves her job. She is passionate about it.
 
“I love the variety. Everything is new and different from 
year to year, season to season,” said Early. “I love being  
outdoors and exploring remote places that I otherwise 
would not have access to. When I am out in the field, I am 
exposed to amazing landscape views, beautiful sunsets 
and starry nights, and exciting wildlife encounters.”

As a supervisor, Desiree gets to experience the best of both 
worlds. She supervises a team that works primarily in the 
field, while she designs research projects and analyzes the 
data to make recommendations. But, she also spends her 
fair share of time in the woods.

Although they can be long days, she often spends eight 
hours in the office and then another five hours doing field 
work at night.

She has been charged by bears and even been stuck in  
between a momma bear and her cubs.
  
“I love working with wild animals in general whether I am 
observing their behavior from a distance or capturing them 
and studying them up close,” said Early. “I love hiking into 
spotted owl nest sites, and being lucky enough to catch a 
glimpse of a downy nestling poking its head out of a nest 
cavity. I love sorting through remote camera pictures and 

seeing the diversity of wildlife utilizing the same access 
trails that our wildlife technicians use.”

But what she is most proud of is helping to find a balance 
between humans and wildlife. She strongly believes that 
her company has found a balance between providing  
humans with the woods products they depend on in a way 
that is beneficial to wildlife.

“There is a lot of value to finding balance between  
humans and wildlife and I am fortunate to see both sides 
of how that balance is achieved,” said Early.

I just want to share the message that we can find balance 
and encourage others with a passion for wildlife.


